Rapidly progressive glomerulonephritis associated with amyloidosis: efficacy of plasma exchange.
This report describes one case of rapidly progressive glomerulonephritis associated with amyloidosis in a 53-year-old woman with rheumatoid arthritis, successfully treated with intensive plasma exchange and immunosuppression. Amyloid deposits were present in all of 20 glomeruli in the kidney biopsy specimen and eight out of nine nonfibrosed glomeruli contained crescents. With intensive plasma exchange and immunosuppressive drugs, renal function improved, and hemodialysis was discontinued. After 2 years, renal function was stable at a moderate level of impairment, but heavy proteinuria persisted.